
.Every fall, hundreds of thousands of people descend 
upon New Mexico to witness a hot-air balloon 
spectacle. But you can escape the maddening 
crowds and enjoy a top-of-the-line ballooning expe-
rience any time of year, thanks to an adventure that 
is offered only by the Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.   

     I recently enjoyed one of their inaugural trips, and it was the 
most thrilling ride anywhere. After a restful night at the beauti-
ful Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi, the morning begins early 
when you’re met with hot coffee and a delicious gourmet break-
fast to-go prepared by Chef Edgar Beas, before being whisked 
away in a private car for the pre-dawn ride to Albuquerque or 
Taos. We took the High Road to Taos, where we were greeted 
by our delightful FAA-certified balloon pilot and crew.   

Part of the fun on this trip is participating in the launch preparation and helping to 
inflate the balloon. We were impressed with our crew’s precautions in choosing the 
launch site, which is totally dependent on the morning’s air currents. After sending up 
multiple weather balloons and choosing a site along the rim of the Rio Grande Gorge, 
we inflated the balloon, climbed in, and waved goodbye to our ground crew. ➛ 
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weekend getaway

UP!AND!AWAY

Ballooning in the Rio Grande River 
Gorge near Taos, New Mexico. 

Ballooning in style above the  
New Mexican desert.
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The quiet lift into the soft desert air 
offered beautiful panoramas of Taos and 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains before 
we slowly descended into the gorge and 
expertly kissed the water of the gentle 
Rio Grande. As we drifted along the river 
and climbed canyon walls over old stage-
coach switchbacks and hidden hot 

springs, our pilot shared colorful stories of the Old West characters 
who made this region legendary.  

Back above the rim, we skirted over herds of bighorn sheep be-
fore touching down gently in a field of sage near the rim. After-
wards, we celebrated our flight with a lovely Champagne toast and 
were presented with flight certificates and some special souvenirs.  

Our ballooning adventure ended with more great stories of the area 
by our driver on the return trip to Santa Fe. We were back at the Rose-
wood Inn of the Anasazi in time to savor our wonderful adventure over 
lunch. www.rosewoodhotels.com/santa-fe/anasazi  ◆    —BRENDA BECK
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weekend getaway

One bedroom suite at the Rosewood Inn 
of the Anasazi, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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