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DISCOVER
SANTA FE

Santa Fe, New Mexico, is unlike any place, anywhere.
Visitors from around the globe flock to Santa Fe for
its combination of stunning natural beauty, 300+
days of sunshine, rich cultural and foodie scene, and
seemingly endless outdoor activities. But the best
part of Santa Fe may be the people who live there.
There’s the well-publicized mix of Native Americans,
Hispanics, and Anglos, but the city’s professional di-
versity is just as broad. Santa Fe is home to artists of
many disciplines—scientists, spiritual innovators,
athletes, intellectuals . . . the list goes on and on.
Santa Fe attracts people from all over, many of whom
have achieved great success and stature in their re-
spective and varied fields. And on any given evening
at any given restaurant or lecture or musical perform-
ance, you’re likely to see a wonderful mix.

Gentry Destinations is proud to present this insider’s
guide to savoring Santa Fe and its many treasures.
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BY BRENDA BECK
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HEART OF TOWN
Founded in 1610, Santa Fe—situated where the Sangre de Cristo Mountains meet the
high desert—is part of the fabric of our country’s history, where modern civilization
traveling on wagon trails and clanging railways discovered ancient cultures with new
ideas and opportunities. It was the final destination of the Santa Fe Trail and the
crossroads of the great Camino Real stretching to Mexico City, and as such, Santa Fe
became the market capital of the Great American West. Today, Santa Fe is New Mexico’s
state capital, the oldest in the nation, and has more charm than you can possibly discover
in one visit. In every season, there are special treats awaiting you, but Santa Fe especially
comes alive during the summer. 

Visiting Santa Fe from the Bay Area is easy. American Airlines and United now offer
daily flights into Santa Fe Municipal Airport, connecting through Phoenix, Denver, or
Dallas. You can also fly direct from SFO on United to Albuquerque International Sunport
and take a scenic 45-minute drive north to Santa Fe. 

Any first visit must begin at Santa Fe’s Historic Plaza. Your concierge can arrange a
walking tour, or you can strike out on
your own and head for La Fonda, the
historic hotel at the southeast corner
of the Plaza, known as the heart of
Santa Fe. Ask for a tour of the recently
renovated historic building, and on a
warm summer evening, have a cock-
tail while watching a spectacular sun-
set from the Bell Tower Bar, which➛
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Beautiful autumn colors adorn the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains. 

The Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis
of Assisi in downtown Santa Fe.

Bell Tower Bar 
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opened for the summer season on May 1.
Be sure to treat yourself to a Bell Ringer
Margarita made with Tanteo Jalapeño
Tequila and Patrón Citrónage and gar-
nished with a fresh jalapeño.

Across the Plaza, you’ll see Native
American vendors under the portal of
the historic Palace of the Governors.
Originally constructed in the early 17th
century as Spain’s seat of government
for what is today the American South-
west, this adobe-style building is the

oldest continuously occupied public
building in the United States and con-
sidered one of the nation’s oldest land-
marks. (It’s also where former New
Mexico governor Lew Wallace wrote
parts of his 1880 novel, Ben-Hur: A Tale
of Christ, which later served as the basis
for the screenplay of the blockbuster
film starring Charleton Heston.) Native
artists are there year-round, rain or snow,
offering authentic handcrafted Native
American jewelry. ➛
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Calling All Photographers and Writers!
WHETHER YOU’RE A PRO OR A NOVICE! YOU WILL TAKE YOUR ART AND CREATIVITY TO 
A NEW LEVEL AT ONE OF SANTA FE’S PHOTOGRAPHIC WORKSHOPS" 

Since 1991, over 20,000 amateur and professional photographers have followed their passion for image-making to 
SANTA FE WORKSHOPS. Its location provides enough subject matter for almost any photographer’s desires, whether
these run to landscape or human culture. Famous for its luminous light, New Mexico has long been a place of pilgrimage for
photographers. Workshop attendees are often seen at such iconic locations as the adobe Ranchos de Taos Church or seeking
the nearby spot where Ansel Adams made one of his most famous photographs, Moonrise Over Hernandez. This year, 
Santa Fe Workshops expanded its offerings beyond photography to include a new Writers Lab. www.santafeworkshops.com
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Jewelry from Shiprock Santa Fe gallery
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ART LOVERS PARADISE
Santa Fe is filled with nearly 300 galleries carrying everything
from ancient Native American art to contemporary sculpture
and paintings. If you’re interested in pottery, walk a block west
of the historic Plaza and stop in the Andrea Fisher Fine Pottery
gallery (100 West San Francisco Street at the corner of Don
Gaspar). Fisher, a Berkeley native, and her friendly staff are
known experts in the art of Southwest Native American pottery,
and take great joy in helping novices, as well as art collectors and
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Andrea Fisher Fine Pottery 



museums, find treasured pieces. As the premier
American Indian pottery gallery in the world, they
also appraise American Indian pottery. Other not-
able galleries are found in and around the Plaza,
all along the famous Canyon Road art district, and
in The Railyard District, where some important de-
sign houses and galleries, like Blue Rain Gallery,
have recently relocated.

A short walk north from the Plaza on Grant is
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum (217 Johnston
Street), which provides a fascinating view into the
artist’s life and her unique view of the world. Tours
of her home and studio in the village of Abiquiu
(60 miles northwest of Santa Fe), and her iconic
Ghost Ranch can be reserved seasonally through the museum. 

Follow the historic Santa Fe Trail route to Museum Hill, home
of the Museum of International Folk Art, Museum of Indian Arts
& Culture, Spanish Colonial Art Museum, Santa Fe Botanical
Gardens, and The Wheelwright Museum. Spend some time here
and see several city treasures. Treat yourself to lunch in between
at local favorite The Museum Hill Café. 

When it’s time for a cocktail, stop in at the bar of the Staab
House at La Posada de Santa Fe (300 East Palace Avenue) or the

Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi (113 Washington Avenue). For
sunset views, there’s the aforementioned Bell Tower Bar at La
Fonda, or the Bar at Four Seasons Rancho Encantado (198 State
Road 592). Guests of the Hacienda Spa Hotel at Hotel Santa Fe,
Santa Fe’s only Native American-owned hotel, will enjoy a private
reception each evening amidst a beautiful native art collection. If
you’re staying at Sunrise Springs Spa Resort, you can savor quiet
cocktails in the Moon House before having dinner overlooking the
spring-fed pond at the resort’s own Blue Heron Restaurant. ➛

	������������������
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MUSIC & MOONLIGHT
July kicks off the 61st opera season at the
world-renowned Santa Fe Opera, where
music lovers enjoy first-class opera produc-
tions under the stars. This season, don’t
miss the World Premiere of Mason Bates’
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs, opening on
July 22 for five performances through Au-
gust 15. A co-commission with Seattle
Opera and San Francisco Opera, with sup-
port from Cal Performances and The In-
diana University Jacobs School of Music,
this landmark opera won’t come to San
Francisco until 2019, so book your tickets
to Santa Fe, so you can boast to friends
that you saw it first! 

San Francisco Opera General Director Matthew Shilvock relates, “This is a profoundly
moving opera. Steve Jobs was an iconic figure in contemporary life whose genius has
impacted the very way in which we engage with the world. He was also a real person
and a member of our community. Mason Bates’ new opera is a deeply layered, moving
portrayal of a man grappling with the complex priorities of life, family, and work. Like
all great operas, I have been so impressed by how it speaks to the universality of the
human condition. This isn’t just an opera about one man. It is an opera about all of us.”

discover |santa fe

Through September 17
ART OF THE DRAW
Four Santa Fe cultural institutions will cele-
brate the Art of the Draw during the sum-
mer of 2017. The multi-venue, multi-event,
collaboration celebrates drawing as the fun-
damental starting point for creation in both
the arts and sciences for representational
painting, sculpting, engineering, design and
architecture. The Art of the Draw collabora-
tion includes the New Mexico Museum of
Art’s exhibition Lines of Thought: Drawing
from Michelangelo to Now: from the British
Museum; the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum’s
presentation of its namesake’s drawings in
conjunction with her paintings; the IAIA
Museum of Contemporary Native Arts’ 
exhibition Action Abstraction Redefined; 
and the Santa Fe Desert Chorale’s 2017
Summer Festival Season, which will feature
a score dedicated to Pablo Picasso.
www.nmartmuseum.org 

July 14, 15, & 16
INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART MARKET
A must-see for art and culture lovers. 
A juried show of the finest handmade folk
art traditions, you’ll meet 160 master artists
from 53 countries while supporting the 
market's commitment to community 
sustainability, empowerment, and positive 
social change. www.folkartalliance.org

August 11 – 13 & 18 – 20
HACIENDAS — PARADE OF HOMES
Visitors from around the world look forward
to touring “Santa Fe Haciendas – A Parade of
Homes.” The doors will be open to beautiful
residential properties where you’ll see the fa-
mous “Santa Fe” style of architecture and de-
sign that is like no other. www.sfahba.com

August 19 – 20
SANTA FE INDIAN MARKET
Every third weekend in August, the Santa Fe
Indian Market (SWAIA) takes over the his-
toric Plaza and surrounding streets for two
full days of extraordinary native artwork,
dance, and culture. This juried show is a
drawing ground for the finest Native Ameri-
can artists from around the country, and is
attended by top collectors and fascinated
visitors. www.santafeindianmarket.com

September 27 – October 1
SANTA FE WINE & CHILE FIESTA
In late September, Santa Feans’ favorite
event is the Santa Fe Wine and Chile Fiesta,
held over four days near the Santa Fe
Opera. www.santafewineandchile.org

MUST-ATTEND 
SANTA FE EVENTS

Joshua Hopkins will 
star in Die Fledermaus
at Santa Fe Opera 
this summer.

Mary Eder’s Abstract Floral will be 
featured in Art of the Draw
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Also, on stage this summer, Gaetano Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor (July 1
– August 24), featuring soprano Brenda Rae; Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s The Golden
Cockerel (July 15 – August 18), a co-production with The Dallas Opera; George
Frideric Handel’s Alcina ( July 29 – August 23), and Johaan Strauss’ Die Fledermaus
(June 30 – August 26). Die Fledermaus, the greatest example of the Viennese
operetta style, centers around a brilliant masked ball given by a Russian prince,
which brings together its main characters. This three-act excursion from bed-
chamber to ballroom to prison explores both the comic and serious aspects of
human emotion. “We’ve set the production in the late 19th century to fully embrace
the carnival atmosphere in which the
Eisensteins are allowed to break all the
rules . . . but only for a night,” relates Di-
rector Ned Canty. 

Whether you visit for a weekend, a
week, or a whole season, Santa Fe offers
something for everyone year-round. ◆

discover |santa fe

Santa Fe local Neil Lyon 
of Sotheby’s shares a few of 
his favorites.

FAVORITE TRAILS 
The trail system at the Galisteo Basin 
Preserve is about 15 – 20 miles from 
town, toward Lamy. It’s easily accessed 
and features easy-to-moderate 
hiking options with terrific views of 
the Galisteo Basin. 

In summer, the chair lift at the Santa Fe 
Ski Area takes you to spectacular elevations
with jaw-dropping views—and the 
air is amazing!

THE LORETTO CHAPEL
You have to see the mysterious spiral 
staircase (it’s said to have been miracu-
lously constructed)—quite a story!

MEOW WOLF
Located in the former Silva Lanes 
Bowling Alley, this place is simply 
amazing! Partially funded by George R. R.
Martin, this immersive, creative, and 
indefinable environment is a must see 
(and do). Suspend linear thinking and 
have a blast while there. 

SANTA FE WINE & CHILE FIESTA
This festival takes place in late 
September. Personally, it’s one of my 
favorite events of the year.

RESTAURANTS
Santa Fe Bite – Green chile cheeseburgers

Joseph’s – Great food and atmosphere

Midtown Bistro – Off the beaten path 
and wonderful. One of the nicest outdoor
dining spots in Santa Fe during the 
summer months.

Paper Dosa – Simply incredible!

INSIDER TIPS . . .
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Soprano Brenda Rae will be featured 
in Santa Fe Opera’s production of
Lucia di Lammermoor this summer.

Santa Fe Opera’s incredible open 
air theater setting is truly unique.

The Loretto Chapel

The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs starring Edward Parks will 
make its world premier this season at Santa Fe Opera.
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Quality and authenticity are the hallmarks
of the Santa Fe Indian Market—the largest
and most prestigious juried Native Arts
show in the world. First debuted back in
1922, Indian Market attracts more than
120,000 visitors from all over the world to
buy art directly from roughly 1,000 artists
representing 200+ federally recognized
tribes from the U.S. and Canada. For many
visitors, Indian Market provides a unique
opportunity to meet Native American artists
and learn about contemporary Indian arts
and cultures. 

Much more than simply a market—this
remarkable event is an experience to be sa-
vored. More than 700 artist booths, bursting
with jewelry, pottery, textiles, basketry, paintings, and much more,
take over 17 blocks of stunning downtown Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Native music and dance, a clothing contest, and a film festival
are highlights of the weekend—all provided free to the public.
Also open to the public, with seats available for a small fee, is
the adored Haute Couture Fashion Show taking place on Saturday
afternoon. Now in its fourth year, the fashion show features native
designers who are creating fresh, innovatively designed apparel
and accessories to showcase at Indian Market. 

For those looking for a more intimate experience, there is the
Best of Show Ceremony & Luncheon and the Preview of Award-
Winning Art, both of which occur the Friday before Market. At
the Best of Show Ceremony, you can be among the first to find
out which artists have won the prestigious “Best of Class” awards

in all traditional categories, as well as the
highly coveted “Best of Show” award. What
a thrill to be in the audience when a “Best
of Show” winner is recognized at Santa Fe
Indian Market—a career-changing honor
for many artists.

The most elegant and exclusive event of
Indian Market is the Annual Gala, which
is held on Saturday evening at the historic
La Fonda on the Plaza. Guests, including
some of the best-known and highly regarded
Native artists in the world, are encouraged
to dress in traditional tribal regalia and
“Santa Fe” formal, which means plenty of
studded cowboy boots and gorgeous squash-
blossom necklaces. The event includes a

formal, sit-down dinner and live auction, preceded by a cocktail
party and silent auction. The bidding is high-energy and the
chance to go home with a master work of art created by an artist,
who may be sitting in the same room with you, is once-in-a-
lifetime. The Gala is also the largest fundraiser for SWAIA (South-
western Association for Indian Arts), the local nonprofit that pro-
duces the Santa Fe Indian Market. You may visit the website or
call SWAIA for tickets to this event, which sells out every year. 

Santa Fe Indian Market is nothing if not diverse. The diversity
within the tribes, individual artists—and, of course, the art itself
—makes for an exciting and ever-changing show. It is truly a time
when Native American artists come together to meet their en-
thusiastic fans from around the world. For tickets and more in-
formation, call 505.983.5220 or visit www.santafeindianmarket.com.

Come for the Art, Stay for the Experience
New Mexico’s legendary Santa Fe Indian Market and Arts Show
returns this summer on August 19 – 20.
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